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Fossil Formation
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fossils—are the preserved remains or traces of animals, plants, and other organisms from the remote past
tissue—similar cells that work together and perform a function
mineralization—minerals replace the organism’s original material and harden into a rock forming a fossil
carbonization—a fossil forms when a dead organism is compressed over time and pressure drives off the organism’s liquids and gases

original-material fossil—the preserved tissues of an organism

Relative-age dating—uses the relative order in which rock layers were deposited to determine the relative order in which fossils, and the organisms they represent, appeared on Earth over time.
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Absolute-age dating--uses radioactive decay to find the age of igneous rock layers, and then estimates the age of fossils embedded in sedimentary layers between them.
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What is the oldest layer?
Layer L
What is the youngest layer?
Layer D
Sedimentary rocks usually contain fossils!

-------------------------------------------------- 
1. All of the fossils ever found on Earth make up the fossil record.

2. When the last individual of a species dies, extinction occurs.
3. Which is the preserved evidence of the activity of an organism? 
a. cast                     c. fossil film

b. mold                     d. trace fossil
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